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THE BAKER DINNER 
A pioneer in the teaching of English 
is honored by his colleagues on the 
completion of forty years of service. 
FRIENDS of Frank Baker!" So 
Professor Allan Abbott addressed the 
dinner party of more than three hun- 
dred at the Men's Faculty Club of Columbia 
University, May 8, 1933. From the plan 
that a group of six or eight intimate friends 
should celebrate the forty years of service 
of Dr. Franklin T. Baker at Teachers Col- 
lege, grew this large assembly of friends so 
intimate that they couldn't be left out—and 
the assembly of the thoughts of the thousand 
more who were not able to accept the invi- 
tation. 
Professor Abbott spoke of the important 
people present: deans of colleges, heads of 
English departments and organizations, and 
of the distinguished people unable to attend. 
He read letters from President Nicholas 
Murray Butler, expressing his friendship 
and confidence and regretting the necessity 
of fulfilling a previous engagement else- 
where; from President Paul Monroe of 
Roberts College; from Governor Cross of 
Connecticut, an appreciation of a friendship 
which had had too little opportunity for 
meetings; from Professor H. G. Paul of the 
University of Illinois, mentioning Dr. 
Baker's genial humor, kindly wisdom, and 
caustic tongue; a telegram from Dr. Hop- 
kins of Kansas University, congratulating 
him on his first forty years of service and 
sending best wishes for the next; from W. 
Wilbur Hatfield, editor of the English Jour- 
nal- and secretary of the National Council 
of Teachers of English; from Professor 
Charles Swain Thomas of Harvard Uni- 
versity—all sincere expressions of loving 
friendship. A portfolio of these letters was 
later presented to Dr. Baker. 
It is impossible to capture the spirit of 
sparkling wit, clever anecdote, loving humor 
(sometimes at Dr. Baker's expense), an oc- 
casional old story retold because of its ex- 
cellence or aptness, many a new anecdote, 
always good fun. Some recollections of 
high moments of the occasion are here set 
down in an effort to seize and hold a happy 
memory. 
After the singing of appropriate English 
madrigals by a group of students, Professor 
Abbott as toastmaster introduced the speak- 
ers. Professor Ayers spoke for the Uni- 
versity. His sincere tribute emphasized the 
cordial relations that have existed between 
departments in Columbia and Teachers Col- 
lege; as an example of this he cited the 
close friendship and long co-operation and 
collaboration between Dr. Baker and Pro- 
fessor Ashley Thorndike. 
Dr. Bagley, in speaking for Dr. Baker's 
colleagues, said he felt handicapped because 
he couldn't on this occasion follow his fre- 
quent custom of asking Franklin T. Baker 
for an anecdote. He was the only speaker 
to use the name Franklin; he said it seemed 
to be a good name in these times, perhaps 
even better than Theodore. He told of re- 
ceiving free professional services from Dr. 
Baker: consolation for splitting an infinitive, 
for Dr. Baker knew a man who split several 
before breakfast; of comfort when using a 
preposition to end a sentence with, for Dr. 
Baker said it escaped the fault of pedantry; 
of reassurance that it wasn't necessary to 
hesitate so long between a shall and will that 
when the moment of decision arrived the 
future had become the present and was on 
its way to the past. 
Miss Stella Center spoke1 for Dr. Baker's 
students in the field—the friends here rep- 
resented by so many English teachers in 
high schools and colleges, heads of depart- 
ments, present and past officers of the 
National Council. She spoke of Dr. Baker's 
love for Charles Lamb and Jane Austen, of 
his help in founding the National Council 
of Teachers of English, his presidency of 
the Council, and his widespread influence 
Editor's Note—Miss Center's talk at the Baker 
Dinner was published m The English Journal for 
October, 1933. 
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through it and through the work of his 
students in all parts of the country. She 
told of his unfailing good taste, his love for 
the genuine, and in contrast told the story 
of a darkey preacher who announced that 
the church would hold its usual strawberry 
festival but because of the depression, in- 
stead of strawberries', prunes would be 
served. 
Professor Abbott commented afterwards 
that he hoped that at registration, when the 
English teachers were trying to offer sub- 
stitute courses to students clamoring for 
Dr. Baker's classes, no one would remem- 
ber the story about the strawberries. He 
quoted a Spoonerism which had come to 
his mind when he called on Dean Russell 
to make arrangements for the program: "Is 
the bean dizzy?" and referred to his own 
confusion amid the expansion of plans and 
the multitude of letters and expressions of 
good will. He then introduced "Dean V/ill 
so designated affectionately because of the 
presence of the Old Dean (a title of dis- 
tinction) . 
Dean Russell began by saying that long 
ago the world had different dimensions, 
with mail boxes above one's head, curb 
stones with high steps, giants walking about. 
One of these was Dr. Baker, a kindly giant, 
sometimes a monitor. In later years 
through a process of deflation, the world 
grew smaller and giants assumed one's own 
height, though still in a position of leader- 
ship. Still later, however, through a pro- 
cess of reflation, some of the giants ap- 
proached a normal gold standard and now 
he was sure that Dr. Baker was pure gold. 
(There was hearty applause at this particu- 
larly happy tribute). He assured the as- 
sembly that Dr. Baker's services would still 
be called on, perhaps to see that the Dean 
didn't stray from his proper path. 
After another group of madrigals, the 
company rose, applauding, at the introduc- 
tion of Dr. Baker, and waited in an eager 
silence. Dr. Baker's calm countenance re- 
laxed with a quizzical droop of the mouth 
and a twinkling eye as he remarked quietly, 
"Aren't they a genial lot of liars! His 
delighted audience knew he was off to a 
right start. 
He said his family and himself knew the 
reality, but he graciously thanked the speak- 
ers for the dream which he should like to 
carry with him. 
Then followed a bit of reminiscence, a 
story or two, an occasional remark that was 
only mildly stinging (not to mar the occas- 
ion) and a summing up of some of his 
teachings. It was joyfully familiar: the 
conversational tone of the well-remembered 
voice, the easy informal manner, the recog- 
nizably individual inflections and phrasings, 
the frequent "poker-face" expression in 
telling an anecdote, the kindling smile. One 
regretted that banquet formation of the fur- 
niture did not permit him to sit on the cor- 
ner of the table. 
He mentioned his colleagues of forty 
years ago, Miss Butler, Miss Schussler, and 
Dr. Hervey, and told of the conference with 
President Butler preliminary to the election 
of Dean James Russell. He thanked his 
colleagues for their tolerance of his dislike 
of some passing phases of education and of 
his habit of speaking his mind; he paid es- 
pecial tribute to the constant loyalty of the 
members of his staff. Once, in using the 
future tense, he turned to Dr. Bagley and 
said the distinction between shall and will 
was pedantic and purist, a provincialism, 
for it had nearly disappeared outside of 
New England. 
He spoke of giving the first course in the 
teaching of English in any university at a 
time when the subject called English was 
not frequent in the schools, and of the ne- 
cessity of the universal teaching of it now 
because of the different types of students 
attending schools. 
He spoke of the formation of the Nation- 
al Council of Teachers of English at a 
time when a few leaders in English teach- 
ing were outstanding, and of the present 
time when there were so many leaaers that 
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there could hardly be a few outstanding. 
He spoke briefly of the principles he had 
tried to teach: 
He taught composition as a tool of self- 
expression, and quoted Brander Matthews 
as saying there was no romance in that, 
that it was a job which had to be done. As 
to creative writing, while Dr. Baker be- 
lieved in not hampering the individuality, 
he asked how many thought they could be 
really original, and suggested that English 
teachers should be sane enough to realize 
that creative writing is for the few. 
He taught that literature should be en- 
joyed with fun, that it should be understood 
and enjoyed rather than be analyzed, that 
teachers should show pupils how to have 
fun with reading. 
The following qualities, he said, make a 
good English teacher: a liberal education, 
especially in the related fields of art and 
music; a thorough knowledge of one sub- 
ject; a fair knowledge of several; catholicity 
of literary taste, not including Edgar Guest 
nor specializing in the grotesque or literary 
jitters in realistic writing; tolerance; good 
taste and good manners; humor. 
He closed by quoting the everyday radio 
phrase "So long until tomorrow." 
While there was a widespread regret at 
Dr. Baker's retirement and a sense of per- 
sonal and professional loss, it was exactly 
fitting that the evening should show only a 
spirit of gaiety, a quality of happiness and 
cheer, a flash of keen wits—the only appro- 
priate atmosphere for a gathering of Dr. 
Baker and his friends. 
Carrie Belle Parks 
We must have a curriculum which de- 
velops people who love liberty, who seek 
justice, who have devotion to social justice. 
There is need in the United States for an 
aroused public opinion in support of educa- 
tion. We have in the support of public ed- 
ucation or in the lack of it the destiny of 
our humanity.—George D. Strayer 
THE SCHOOL CRISIS 
[Don Quixote, waiting for a new deal, 
was wont to say, "Patience,—and shuffle 
the cards!" Are teachers merely living up 
to their reputation for quixotic behavior 
when they wait patiently while the public 
learns too late of the tragic starvation of 
its schools? 
Here are facts—authentic facts—from 
the Federal Office of Education. Will 
teachers present them to the citizens of their 
communities?] 
Children Without Schools 
100,000 additional children are deprived 
of educational opportunity this fall because 
of the closing of schools due to lack of 
funds. 
1,659,000 children 6 to 13 years old are 
not in school in normal years. 
521,700 children 14 to 15 years old are 
without schooling in normal years. 
That means a total of 2,280,000 Ameri- 
can children of school age, who, according 
to most compulsory education laws, should 
be in school, but are not! 
Nearly 2,000 rural schools in 24 states 
failed to open this fall. So far no city pub- 
lic schools are reported closed. Many pri- 
vate and parochial schools are closing. 
Twenty-four Catholic schools have closed, 
affecting nearly 3,000 children. Sixteen 
institutions of higher education have been 
discontinued since last year. Estimates 
indicate that 1,500 commercial schools and 
colleges have closed. 
In some communities free public schools 
have of necessity become tuition schools, 
admitting only those children whose parents 
can pay the rate asked. For example, in 
one town of 15,000 population grade school 
tuition was reported as $3 per child per 
month; high-school tuition $5.50 per month. 
In this town at least 200 children whose 
parents could not pay the tuition charges 
were being denied an education. 
School Terms Shortened 
Because of lack of available funds, 1 of 
